
Global Message to Parents  3.27.2020 

 

Good morning, this is Sandy Anzalone, Superintendent of Eden Schools. I am 

calling parents today with my weekly update.  
  

Wow, it seems like more than a week since I last called you. I am sure you feel 

the same way. Each day is honestly a whirlwind of information, guidance, 

questions and concerns from the federal, state, regional and local levels. 

Everyone is exhausted. Some of us sound cranky- probably because we are. All 

of us have fears and challenges in our personal lives. I know that many of you, 

myself included, are separated or have lost loved ones due to this virus. How I 

wish that I could answer all of your questions today, but I can't. What I can 

promise you is that we are working hard to do the right thing for our students. 

Thank you for your understanding and your patience as we struggle through this 

together.  
  

Closing schools for more than 2 days in a row in WNY is a pretty big deal. I know 

this, because I lose sleep over each and every snow day. The November storm 

of 2014 devastated our community. Eden schools were closed for four 

consecutive days. In both 2015 and 2016, we had record breaking temperatures 

as low as negative 25 degrees, losing as many as 9 days of school each year. If 

you are old enough to remember the blizzard of 77, like I am, you might 

remember that many schools were closed for more than two weeks. In each of 

those cases, parents, students and teachers pulled together. Students went on 

to become successful in demanding careers, in spite of the loss of school days. 

The crisis we find ourselves in now may very well keep our students out of school 

for much longer than any of us are comfortable with. While unprecedented and 

scary, I can assure you, our young and teenage learners will be ok. They will 

move on from this having learned amazing life lessons that will serve them well in 

the next academic year and in their careers.  

  

Now that I have a bit more guidance, let me answer a few questions for you: 

       Due to an executive order of the governor, Eden schools are closed 

through April 1. This does not mean that schools are opening on April 2nd. 

Our BOE simply does not have the authority to close school longer than 

April 1 without an extension by the governor. I anticipate that we will have 

an answer in the next few days about an extension. 

       Our buildings are closed. We are monitoring the phone lines remotely. 

Your teachers and principals are checking their email daily. If you have 

questions, please reach out to them through phone or email. Phone 

numbers can be found on the calendar sent home last August or on our 

website. You can always email me, as well.  

       We have received a few requests for students to retrieve instruments or go 

to their lockers. I simply cannot do this. I know this is inconvenient, and I do 



know that many parents did not have adequate time, flexibility or notice 

last Tuesday. I made the decision of grab and go last Tuesday for the 

health and safety of our students and staff. I cannot take the risk of 

exposing your children or our staff.   

       I have been asked why we are not teaching live classes. We are not 

prepared for this and neither are many of our families. We have families 

without internet, families with multiple children, families of first responders, 

parents still working and families whose dining and living rooms have 

become classrooms. This is also true for our teachers. In addition, too 

many of these live classrooms are being hacked with pornography.  

       Eden teachers are pushing out resources for your children. They may be 

using Class Dojo, Remind, student emails, Google Classroom or their 

teacher webpages. These are not assignments, they are not graded and 

they do not include new material. There should be plenty of resources for 

all students to review, all the way back to September, whether in grade 2, 

grade 10 or AP. If you need help creating a schedule or routine for your 

child, please let your teacher or principal know. I am sure they would be 

happy to help. 

       Guidance regarding AP and college credit courses will be coming out this 

week from individual classroom teachers. They were waiting on guidance 

from their liaisons either nationally or locally.  

       We are following the school calendar. If there was a scheduled holiday or 

recess, it still exists. You can also access this calendar on our website.  

       You can pick up a bagged breakfast and lunch daily, Monday through 

Friday, in front of the HS auditorium. If you live in the district with children 

18 or younger, we will feed them. You do not need to sign up. You do not 

need to attend Eden schools. See our website for details. 

  

All of our global messages are sent out through the Parent Portal. If you know of 

someone who is not receiving these emails, please have them update their 

portal or email me at sanzalone@edencsd.org.  

  

I realize that this message was long, and I apologize for this. I promise to update 

you when I learn more. Please stay well. Be active and take a moment to 

breathe.  
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